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ValorVIP - Valorisation of project results for blind and Visually Impaired People
Program

Leonardo da Vinci
Duration
01.12.2006 – 31.03.2008
About the project
The ValorVIP project refers to the target group of blind and visually impaired people, a group that still faces discrimination and disadvantages in the European society, on the labour market and in education and training systems. While the postulate of accessibility for disadvantaged and sensory impaired people seems an important and forward-looking principle, the area of vocational education and training is, throughout Europe, far from being barrier-free. The EU member countries urgently need to catch up and develop accessibility in vocational education and training for blind and visually impaired people. 
However, during the last few years a range of innovative development projects, particularly within the Leonardo da Vinci program, have been created throughout Europe that, if adequately distributed and utilised, will result in reducing the barriers in vocational education and training. 

Aim
Therefore, it is a central concern of the ValorVIP project to record objectively and on a scientific basis, with adequate methods, the demand for innovative concepts and approaches to reduce barriers in vocational education and training for blind and visually impaired people and to combine this demand in a thematic valorisation conference with offers, products and results from completed Leonardo da Vinci pilot projects. In order to examine the various barrier dimensions and perspectives and in order to make actual supply-demand matching of project results possible, the matching-process has to be done in a number of thematically focussed workshops within a conference. 

This conference will be carried out on the 20th and 21st of September 2007 in Graz.

The project puts particular emphasis on the follow-up phase characterised by offering broad support for the actual implementation of the project results in individual organisations for blind and visually impaired people in Europe and by making the project results available on a broad basis. 

Partners
Projectleader: Berufsförderungsinstitut Steiermark; www.bfi-stmk.at
European Blind Union; www.euroblind.org 
National Council of the Blind; www.ncbi.ie
Berufsförderungswerk Düren gGmbH; www.bfw-dueren.de
Contact
Berufsförderungsinstitut Steiermark

Daniela Mandl I Product Development & Marketing
Mariengasse 24 I 8020 Graz

Tel.: +43 (0) 316 7270 DW 1014 

E-Mail: daniela.mandl@bfi-stmk.at
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